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TWO 

PROPOSALS, 

Humbly  Oflcr'd  to  the  Honourable 

Houfe   of  Commons, 

Now  Affembled  in   Parliament. 

I.  That  a  Duty  be  laid  on  Malt,  in  the  Head  of  the 
prefent  Duty  on  Beer  and  Ale ;  and  likewife,  that 
the  feveral  Engagements  that  Revenue  lies  under, 
be  Transferr'd  on  that  of  Malt. 

II.  That  a  Duty  be  laid  on  Malt,  and  the  prefent 
Duty  on  Beer  and  Ale  be  continued. 

To  which  is  Annexed 

An  Accompt,  what  in  all  Probability  the 
Frauds  of  Brewers  do  amount  to,  and 
wherein  fuch  Frauds  are  Prejudicial  to  the 
King,  to  the  Subject,  and  to  the  Trade  it 
felf :  Likewile  by  what  Means  fuch  Grie- 
vances are  moft  properly  Redrefs'd. 


By  A.  Burnabj  of   the  Middle-Temfle,  Gent. 


L  0  N  D  0  N, 
Printed  in   the  Year,   1696. 
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A  TROT  OS  AL  humbly  Offer  d  to  lay  a 
Duty  upon  Malt  ,  inflead  of  the  prefent 
Duty  on  Beer  and  Ale  3  and  li^emfe, 
That  the  fever al  Engagements  the  prefent 
Revenue  lies  under ,  be  transferred  on  that 
ofhhlt. 

T  is  propos'd,  That  8  s.  per  Quarter  be  laid 
on  all  Malt  made,  and  to  be  made,  to  be  paid 
by  the  Maker  thereof  monthly,  and  the  Duty 
to  be  received  by  the  Maltfters  from  their  Cu- 
ftomers,  before  they  deliver  their  Malt,  fo  that 
the  Credit  they  give  may  be  the  fame,  and  not 
other  than  now  it  is :  Befides,  that  Brewer  or  Re- 
tailer that  cannot  pay  the  Duty  down,  is  not  a 
fit  Perfon  to  be  trufted  with  the  other  $  and 
thereby  in  fome  meafure  the  Maltfter  will  be  the 
better  able  to  judge  who  is,  or  who  is  not  fit  to 
be  trufted  with  his  Commodity. 

It  is  humbly  prefumed,  That  there  can  be  no 
Tax  levied  that  will  be  more  Eafie  and  Satisfa- 

A  dlory 
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dory  to  his  Majefty's  Subjects,  that  carries  with 
it  fuch  a  vifible  Advantage  to  His  Majefty,  as  this 
does  5  as  is  hoped  will  appear  by  the  following 
Reafons. 

Firft,  Such  a  Tax  will  be  Iefs  felt  than  ufually 
Taxes  are,  by  reafon  every  Perfon  will  pay  Pro- 
portionable in  the  Price  of  Malt.  The  more  uni- 
verfal  any  Tax  is,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  (unlefs  in 
fome  Particular  Cafes )  to  be  the  more  equal  $ 
and  I  prefume,  no  Perfon  will  deny  that  fuch  a 
Tax  will  prove  fo  univerfal,  that  not  any  Perfon 
will  Efcape  paying  his  Proportion  according  to 
his  Consumption  $  Ergo,  No  Perfon  can  com- 
plain 3  who  Confumes  little,  will  have  but  little 
to  pay. 

Secondly,  No  Tax  has  yet  been  levied  that  can 
fo  fpeedily,  and  with  fo  little  difficulty,  be  Col- 
lected, as  that  on  Malt  $  by  reafon  the  Maltfters 
are  few  in  number. 

Thirdly,  It  is  to  be  hoped  there  will  not  be 
ilich  Arrears  as  ufually  are  of  Taxes,  by  reafon 
the  Maltfters  are  moil,  if  not  all  of  them,  very 
rich  Men,  belides  (as  is  faid  before)  few  in 
number.  Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  The  prefent  Stock  oiMalt  that  lies 
in  the  Maltfters  and  Brewers  Hands,  will  amount 
to  a  large  and  prefent  Sum  of  Money  j  I  hope  I 
need  fay  nothing  to  evince  the  Truth  of  this 
Alfertion. 

Fifthly,  Thofe  People  that  buy 'their  Drink 
from  the  Common  Brewer,  will  have  their  Drink 
Cheaper  than  now  they  have,  by  reafon  the  8  s. 
Propofed  to  be  levied,  does  not  amount  to  fo 
much  as  the  Excife  of  a  Quarter  of  Malt  does  by 
5  s,  when  put  into  Drink  5  for  every  Brewer 
makes  at  leaft  Two  Barrels  arid  Three  Fourths  of 
Ale  or  Strong  Beer  of  each  Quarter  of  Malt, 
when  Malt  is  at  a  moderate  Price,  and  (a  more 
according  as  it  rifes  in  Price  $  and  Two  Barrels 
and  Three  Fourths,  according  to  the  prefent 
Duty,  will  appear  to  be  1 3  s.  or  thereabouts. 
By  this  it  does  appear,  the  Brewer  will  get  5  s. 
fer  each  Quarter  of  Malt  more  than  now  he 
does  under  the  prefent  Duty  5  and  by  the  fame 
Rule  thofe  Perfons  that  buy  of  the  Common 
Brewer  will  have  their  Drink  cheaper  than  now 
they  have  :  And  likewife  I  may  add  this  further, 
( fc&g  )    The  Confidcring  Houfewives  will  tell 

A  2  you, 
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you,  That  according  to  the  prefent  Duty  on  Ale 
and  Beer,  there  is  very  little,  if  any  at  all,  be- 
tween buying  their  Drink  of  the  Brewers,  and 
making  it  themfelves  j  whether  it  be  that  the 
Quantity  they  brew  is  not  great,  fo  that  they 
wafte  as  much  Coals  as  if  the  Quantity  were  as 
much  more,  Servants  time  the  fame,  or  the 
want  of  Skill  in  making  the  molt  of  their  Malt, 
or  the  want  of  Judgment  in  chufing  what  is  fit- 
teft  for  their  purpofe,  I  will  not  pretend  to  de- 
dermine.  But  I  have  fome  Reafon  to  believe  all 
what  I  have  named  have  in  their  feveral  Circum- 
ftances  an  equal  fhare  5  however,  I  leave  this 
Matter  to  thofe  who  have  made  more  Experi- 
ment than  I  have  3  but,  if  this  Pofition  be  true, 
then  I  may  venture  to  fay,  There  will  very  few 
or  none  feel  this  Tax,  but,  inftead  thereof,  may 
prove  both  a  Conveniency  and  an  Advantage  to 
almoft  all  Perfons  5  however  it  may  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  Encouragement  thatfuch  a  Tax  be  Levied, 
fince  likewife  it  is  to  be  feared  there  will  be  a  Ne- 
ceflity  of  Levying  of  fome  fort  of  Tax  or  other  5 
therefore  may  prefume  this  will  not  be  left  defli- 
tute  of  Hope  ofSuccefs. 
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Sixthly,  It  will  put  a  mighty  Equality  on  the 
Brewing  Trade,  even  to  the  Prefervation  of  a  great 
Number  of  Brewers,  that  are  at  this  time  almoft 
at  the  Brink  of  Ruine,  and  have  Strugled  under 
the  Difeafe  for  feveral  Years  1  aft  paft,  by  reafon  of 
the  GreatBrewers,who  by  their  greatTrades  having, 
a  mighty  Opportunity  of  Defrauding  more  than- 
the  Lefler  Ones  have,  to   keep  up  and  advance 
their  Trades,    do  fell  better  or  ftronger  Drink, 
more   Meafure   and   Cheaper  than   the   Lefler 
Brewers   ( who,  by  reafon  of  the  Smalnefs  of 
their  Trades,  have  not  fuch  Advantage  by  Frauds) 
ean  afford  to  do  :  And  by  this  means  it  does  ap- 
pear, they  cannot  have  any  Cuftomers  that  can 
be  fuppofed  to  make  good   Payment  for  what 
they  buy  of  them  5  for  if  they  could,  moft  cer- 
tainly they  would  apply  themfelves  to  the  Great 
Brewers,  where  they  will  receive  fuch  vifible  Ad- 
vantages, different  from  what  the  Lefler  Brewers 
can  afford  to  let  them  have,    and   confequently 
thofe  few   good  Cuftomers   the  Lefler  Brewers 
have,  they  get  nothing  by,  perhaps  lofe;  fince 
then,   the  only  Cuftomers  the  Lefler  Brewers- 
have,  that  they  can  hope  to  get  by,  are  bad,  it 
may  be  concluded,  Such  an  Employment  mull, 
end  in  Deftrudion. 

Seventhly 
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Seventhly,  Every  ioo/.  fo  Collected,  is  better 
by  3  /.  or  4  /.  per  Cent.  ( according  to  the  Inte- 
rest His  Majefty  pays  for  Money)  than  any  Tax 
that  has  yet  appear'd,  by  reafon  Malt  cannot 
be  made  in  the  Summer  $  fo  that  the  Maltfters 
are  forced  to  make  the  Quantity  of  the  whole 
Year  in  the  Winter  Seafon,  and  confequently  the 
whole  Tax  will  be  received  in  lefs  than  Seven 
Months. 

Eightly,  The  Charge  of  bringing  this  Tax  in- 
to the  Exchequer,  will  not  be  above  One  Third 
Part  fo  much  as  that  of  theExcifeonAle  and  Beer 
now  is.  Every  Peribn  that  knows  a  Malt-houfe, 
and  a  Brewhoufe,  knows  the  Tedioufnefs  of  the 
Firft,  and  the  Nimblenefs  of  the  Latter  3  info- 
much  ,  that  One  Officer  may  ferve  one  Malt- 
Kiln  (by  the  way,  it  is  reafonable  to  believe  there 
are  Twenty  Brewhoufes  to  One  Kiln)  better  than 
Three  Officers  can  One  Brewhoufe,  according 
to  the  prefent  Laws  and  Management  of  the  Ex- 
cife :  Belides,  the  Propofer  humbly  prefumes  he 
hath  Framed  fuch  a  Method,  that  it  fhall  be 
morally  impcflible,  That  the  Maker  of  Malt  can 
defraud  the  Tax  or  any  part  thereof. 

How 
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How  much  this  will  advance  beyond  what 
now  it  does,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  $  becaufe 
I  think  no  Jufl  or  Certain  Eftimation  can  be  made 
thereof  3  but  when  once  we  reflect  on  the  great 
Quantities  of  Stout  or  Double-Ales,  and  Stout 
or  Double-Beer,  that  the  feveral  and  almoft  all 
the  Counties  in  England^    nay,  that  pafs  by  the 
Names  of  each  County  or  Town,  that  is  Con- 
fumed  in  this  Town,  not  to  mention  what  every 
Town  or  County  Confumes  it  felf  of  thofe  forts 
of   Liquors,  even  London    and    Middlesex   not 
exempted,    which    Pay,    as  it   is    laid  on  the 
Drink,  no  more  Duty  than  the  Common   Ale 
and   Strong  Beer  the  Common  Brewers  brew,\ 
which  confumes  five  times  the  Malt   in  propor- 
tion, to  every  Barrel  of  thofe  forts  of  Liquors 
that    the     Common    Ale     and     Beer    does  3 
and   perhaps  'tis  not  very   difficult   to  prove, . 
were   it  Neceffary,    that   it  was    the   Chiefeft 
Caufe   (the  Humour  of  this  Town,  as  w .11  as 
the  Country,  running  more  of  late  upon   thefe 
very  Strong  Liquors  than  heretofore  )  that  the  - 
Excife  on  Ale  and  Beer,  when  Doubled,  did  not 
amount  to  twice  the  Value  of  the  Excife,when  Sin- 
gle,  together  with  the  difficulty  of  Detecting  the 
Frauds  of  Brewers,  which  they  were  encourag'd  I 
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to,  (o  much  the  more,  by  fo  much  the  greater 
the  Duty  was  3  Nay,  the  Commiffioners  of 
Excife  can,  if  they  pleafe,  tell  you,  it  did  not  a- 
mount  to  much  more  than  One  Third  Part  more 
than  when  Single  3  but  when  likewife  we  come 
to  refle<5t  what  great  Quantities  neceffarily  muft 
be  ufed  by  all  the  Private  Families  that  Brew 
their  own  Drink,  together  with  the  Yearly  large 
Quantities  that  are  Exported  beyond  the  Seas, 
I  fay,  when  we  once  come  to  refied:  on  the  fe- 
veral  ways  that  neceffarily  muft  be,  of  the  Con- 
fumption  of  that  fort  of  Grain,  together  with 
thefe  Vifible  Advantages,  that  this  will  be  Ma- 
naged with  lefs  than  One  Third  Part  of  the 
Charge  that  the  other  is  3  the  Prevention  of  the 
Brewer's  Frauds,  and  the  Money  all  brought  in- 
to the  Exchequer  in  Seven  Months  3  when  I  come 
and  tell  you  likewife,  that  the  Frauds  of  Brewer's, 
together  with  the  many  bad  Debts  the  Victual- 
lers and  Kettle  Brewers  do  make,  and  unavoida- 
ble too,  will,  in  all  probability,  amount,  with 
the  two  Thirds  faved  in  the  difference  of  Manage- 
ment,^ at  leaft  220000  /.per  Annu?/i,  which  bad 
Debts  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  Contracted 
with  the  Maltfters,  who,  (as  is  hinted  before,) 
arc  all  rich  Men,  which  I  hope  1  have  fuffici- 

ently 
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ently  proved  in  my  Propofals,  now  before  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
His  Majefty's  Treafury,  Intituled,  Propofals  for 
the  better  Management  of  the  Brewery  3  there 
needs  nothing  more,  in  my  Humble  Opinion,  to 
induce  a  Compliance  with  fuch  a  Propofal 3 
However,  to  give  it  yet  a  greater  Credit,  let  us 
but  look  what  Effects  the  Coftee-Berry  has  had$ 
which  will  appear  Vifible  to  any  Capacity,  (com- 
paring the  one  with  the  other)  to  be  a  very  Parallel 
Cafe  3  Nay,  even  in  this  3  that  the  Coffee-houfes 
cbntra&ed  a  great  many  bad  Debts  that  are  not 
yet,  and  'tis  to  be  feared  never  will  be  paid,  now 
upon  the  Berry  quite  the  contrary  :  I  think  no 
Perfon  a  Stranger  to  the  Effects  of  that  Adt,  efpe- 
ciatly  not  any  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  whom  this  is  chiefly  Intended,  becaufe 
there  fcarce  ever  yet  was  any  thing  of  this  kind 
that  had  not  its  Enemies,  though  it  were  but  for 
Argument  fake  over  a  Difh  of  Coffee  in  a  Coffee- 
Houfe  3  therefore  I  cannot  hope  this  ftould 
cfcape?  were  it  much  better  than  what  it  is;  I  take 
the  Liberty  of  laying  down  what  I  humbly 
Conceive  are  the  nioft  Material  or  Probable  Ob- 
je<5tions  that  can  be  made  to  it. 

B  The 
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The  Enemies  of  this  Propofal  will  be  apt  to 
make  thefe  three  following  Objections,  which,, 
according  to  my  Apprehenfion,  are  all  the  clung 
can  be  fuppofed  to  bear. 


L 

It  is  not  fo  Equal  as  the  Propofer  would  have 
the  World  believe,  by  reafon  the  Tax  will  fall 
intirely  upon  one  fort  of  Grain,  and  confe- 
quently  upon  one  fort  of  Land  that  bears  fuch 
dram. 

To  which  I  make  Anftver  ;  The  Difference  of 
affecting  the  Land  or  Grain  more  by  this  Duty, 
than  it  isaffecffc;d5by  that  of  theExcife  on  Beer  and 
Ale,  is  only,  k  pays  the  Duty  in  one  when 
Malt,  in  the  other,  when  that  very  Mault  is 
made  into  Drink  *  and  Malt  is  of  little  or  no 
other  ufe,  or  at  kail;  'tis  not  put  to  any  other 
than  the  making  of  Drink  in  this  Nation  $  be- 
fides,  there  is  this  general  Argument  to  back  it, 
that  the  Seller  always  Commands  the  Buyer  * 
Confequcndy,  the  Farmer  and  Maltfter  will  get 
more  than  now  they  do,  and  this  Encourage- 
ment given  to  other  People  as  well  as  the  'Brew- 
ers, of  having  their  Drink  Cheaper  than  now 

they 
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they  have,  as  I  hope  I  have  already  before  made 
it  plainly  appear,  and  the  Brewer  to  have  the 
Vifible  Encouragement  of  5  s.  per  Quarter,  I 
fay  both  thefe  muft  neceffanly  caufe  the  Greater 
Confumption  of  that  fort  of  Grain.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  from  thefe  Confiderations,  that  Malt 
will  be  one  of  the  Chiefeft  and  1110ft  Advantage- 
ous Grain  the  Farmers  will  imploy  themfelves  in^ 
Confequently,  that  fort  of  Land  will  bear  to 
the  Landlord  a  greater  Price. 

Objection   II. 
• 
That  Private  Families,  and  thofe  Strangers  that 
carry   this  Sort  of  Grain  beyond  the  Seas,  will 
be  Subject  to  a  Duty  in  this,  that  were  not  by 
that  of  the  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale. 

To  which  I  make  this  Anfwer  $  I  hope  I  have 
made  it  appear,  that  Private  Families  will  rather 
be  Gainers  3  Efpecially,  all  thofe  that  buy  their 
Drink  from  the  Common  Brewer,  and  thofe  that 
do  not,  the  Difference  fo  little,  I  believe  will 
(according  to  what  I  have  hinted  of  this  mat- 
ter before)  be  fcare  difcernable  5  unlefs  it  be  to 
fome  few  that  cannot  have  the  Conveniencv  of 
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a  Common  BreW-Houfe  to  fupply  them  5  and 
as  for  what  Corn  is  Exported  beyond  the  Seas,  I 
muft  own  'twill  Intirely  fall  upon  them  5  but  in  a 
thing  of  this  Nature  it  cannot  be  expe&ed,  a 
Shoe  fhould  be  made  that  can  fit  every  Perfon's 
Foot,  but  in  my  Humble  Opinion,  if  a  Shoe  be 
made  that  fits  the  Generality  of  Mankind,  *tis 
fufficient,  wnj 

Objection   1 1 L 

How  the  Prefent  Engagements  on  the  Revenue 
of  Excife  on  Beer  and  Ale,  can  be  transferred  on 
Malt  to  the  Satisfa&ion  of  the  King  and  Sub- 
ject 5  Which  in  truth  is  rather  a  Queition,  and 
the  Lawyers  are  the  fitted  Perfons  to  reconcile 
that. 

However !  I  beg  leave  humbly  to  offer  fomething 
on  the  King's  Behalf,  that  his  Subjects  fecurity  on 
this  of  Malt,  will  be  much  Greater  and  the  Duty 
much  Quicker  brought  into  the  £xf/;p^er,though 
they  will  not  have  the  fame  Security  for  their 
Money,  as  they  had  when  they  Lent  their  Mo- 
neys 5  Yet  if  they  have  inftead  thereof  a  much 
Greater,  and  a  Quicker  return,  there  is  very  lit- 

J  tie 
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tie  Danger  of  their  receiving  any  1  i  j there- 
by 5.  but 'tis  plain  they  will  receive  an  Au.an- 
tage  from  botii  ( vi%. )  the  Moneys  cumug 
into  the  Exchequer  quicker,  and  the  Securities 
being  much  greater.. 

If  this  Honourable  Houfe  ihall  not  think  it  ad~ 
vifcablc  to  make  fo  great  an  Alteration  of  fo 
weighty  a  Concern,  without  firft  making  Expe- 
riment on  fome  part. 

It  is  further  humbly  propofed,  That  2  s.  -per 
Quarter  be  laid  on  all  Malt,  as  by  former  Pro- 
pofals,  and  the  prefent  Duty  of  Excife  be  con- 
tinued  :  By  fuch  a  Propofal  (were  it  but  to  con- 
tinue till  the  next  SefTion  of  Parliament)  a  fuffi- 
cient  Experiment  in  all  probability  would  by 
that  time  be  made  thereof,  by  which  this  Hon- 
ourable Houfe  would  be  the  better  able  to  make 
Judgment,  whether  there  really  were  fuch  Ad- 
vantages to  the  King  and  Subje<5t,  as  I  have  in 
theformer  Propofal  mentioned,  and  confequently7 
whether  it  were  for  the  Advantage  of  both,  that 
fuch  an  Alteration  were  made,and  the  Engagements 
thatfiiould  r:rn  happen  to  be,  be  transferred,, 

It  is  humbly  hoped  'twill  appear,  That  even 
this  Propofal  is  not-  wholly  deftittue  of.  Rcafon; 
to  juftifie  it,  from  the  following  Confederations. 

BrjU. 


F/V/?,  It  is  humbly  prefumed  the  2  s.  thus  Le- 
vied, will  be  as  Univerfal  as  any  Tax  that  has 
yet  been  Levied.  Now  if  the  Univerfality  of  a 
Tax  proves  its  Equality,  as  indeed  it  feems  (at 
leaft  to  me)  fo  to  do,  (unlefs  in  fome  very  few 
particular  Cafes)  this  Pofition  allow'd,  I  may 
venture  to  fay  it  will  be  as  Equal  as  Univerfal, 
by  reafon  every  Perfon  will  pay  his  Proportion 
according  to  his  Confumption. 

Secondly,  That   the  Common  Brewers,    not- 
■withftanding  the  2  s.  thus  Levied,   will  not  be 
fo  high  Taxed  by  2  s.  9  d.  per  Quarter  or  there- 
about, as  they  were  when  the  Double  Duty  was 
laid    on   the  Excife  5  for  at  6  s.   6  d.  -per  Barrel 
(which  was  the  Double  Duty)   Two  Barrels  and 
Three  Fourths  amounts  to  1 7  s.  \od.  I  at  45.  9  d. 
per  Barrel  (which  is  the  prefent  Duty 3)  Two  Bar- 
rels and  Three  Fourths  amounts  to  135.  {  which 
■deducted  from   17s  .  \od.\.  remains  45.  $d.  ]. 
Two   Shillings  deduced,  which  is  the  prefent. 
propokd  Tax  on  each  Quarter  of  Malt,  (till  there 
wiil  remain  25.  9  d.  I     This,  I  humbly  prefume, 
is  a  demonftration  fufficient,  (vi%.)  To  prove  the 
Brewers  have  been  more  Taxed,   than  what  they 

will 
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will  be  by  this  Propofal,  and  I  prcfume  likewife 
'twill  fcarce  be  denied,  the  prefent  Affairs  feem 
to  want  as  great  Supplies  this  Year,  as  any  fince 
the  Revolution,  and  this  is  not  propofed  for  a 
longer  time. 

Thirdly  Thole  that  Brew  Double  Drinks  will  be 
in  feme  meafureby  this  Tax  (which  they  are  not 
as  it  lies,  on  the  Drink)  equally  charged  with  the 
Common  Brewers,  which  they  at  this  time  feem 
to  have  got  the. upper  hand  of,  by  .taking  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Laws  of  Excife,  which  makes  no 
other  diftindtion  in  the  Strength  of  Drink,  than 
thus  Generally,  (vi^)  for  all  Drink  worth  above 
6  s.  per  Barrel  to  pay  as  Strong,  and  all  under 
6  s.  as  Small. 

To  prove  this  Affertion,  I  need  fay  no  more 
than  what  every  Perfons  knows,  That  the  one 
Confumes  at  leaft  five  times  the  Quantity  in. 
Proportion  to  every  Barrel  brewed,  more  than 
the  other.. 

■ 

Fourthly,  The  Piftillers  that  brew  Drink*  from 
Malt,  on  purpefe  to  make  Spirits  or  Strong  Wa 
ters,  willalfb  be  charged  equaily  with  the  ott. 
Brewers  in  this  5  there  needs  nothing  I  p  relume:- 


to  evince  the  Truth  of  this  Affertion.  I  humbly 
beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  thofe  fort  of  Gentle- 
tlemen  the  Diftillers  in  this  place,  though  alto- 
gether foreign  to  this  prefent  Subject,  but  ought 
to  have  been  in  the  former  Propofal  $  that  is, 
(tjizj  They  Confume  great  quantities  of  Malt  3 
likewife,  they  commit  great  Frauds,  many  bad 
Debts  contrafted,  and  a  great  Charge  to  His 
Majefty  for  the  Management  of  it :  All  which 
would  be  prevented,  if  the  whole  Tax  was  laid 
on  Malt,  and  the  few  other  Materials  the  Di- 
ftillers ufe  in  their  Bufinefs,  which  are  not  very 
many. 

Fifthly,  That  there  ought  to  be  a  difference 
between  Private  Families  brewing  their  own 
Drink,  and  Drink,  brewed  by  the  Common 
Brewers,  or  Retailers  for  Sale,  does  appear  by 
the  firft  Inftitution  of  this  Tax  3  for  by  the  A&s 
of  Parliaments  relating  to  thofe  Matters,  none 
ought  to  pay  that  Duty  but  fuch  as  was  fuppofed 
to  .make  Profit  by  what  they  brewed  $  ergo,  a 
difference  is  juft,  efpecially  if  made,  by  an  Autho- 
rity too  great  to  be  queftioned  (at  lead  by  me,  or 
any  private  Ferfon)  an  A  eft  of  Parliament. 

If 
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If  this  Honourable  Houfe  fhall  not  think  ei- 
ther of  the  former  Propofals  worthy  of  being 
complied  with,  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  inform 
this  Honourable  Houfe,  what  in  all  probability 
the  prefent  Frauds  of  the  Brewers  do  amount  to, 
being  fuch,  as  it's  to  be  feared,  if  this  Honourable 
Houfe  does  not  take  fome  Care  to  prevent  them, 
will  mightily  encreafe,  even  beyond  one  Third 
Part  of  that  Revenue,  notwithftanding  the  great 
Charge  (not  to  mention  the  great  Trouble)  His 
Majefty  is  at,  at  prefent,  and  the  greater  per- 
haps (under  the  prefent  Laws  of  Excife)  he  muft 
be  at  hereafter,  to  keep  it  at  the  Ebb  it's  now  at, 
viz-  That  only  one  Third  Part  be  defrauded. 

To  Prove  which,  'tis  but  looking  back  to  what 
former  Years  has  produced ,  and  comparing 
them  with  the  latter,  when  they  had  not  fuch 
Temptations  to  Defraud  as  now  they  have  $  by 
reafon  the  Duty  even  at  this  time  is  almoft  dou- 
ble to  what  then  it  was,and  has  been  almoft  treble 
fince  His  Prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  which  will 
not  be  denied,  I  preflime,  (vi%.)  That  they  have 
a  much  greater  Temptation  to  put  them  upon 
the  Contrivance  of  Frauds  more  now  than  for- 
merly 5  For  the  PENALTIES  arc  the  fame 
now  as  then,  which  is  all  the  Check  the  Brewers 
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have.     The  Trouble  and  Charge  thev  are  at  in 
committing  their   Frauds  are  the  fame,  and  not 
other  than  heretofore.      Tiie   Excife   when  at 
2s.  6d.  per  Barrel    Strong,  and   6  d.  per  Barrel 
Small,  did  amount  to   about  680334  I.  per  An- 
num,    now  at  4  s.  9  d.  per  Barrel  Strong,  and 
1 5.  3  d.  per  Barrel  Small,  does  amount  to  about 
5700000  /.  per   Annum ,    according  to   the  addi- 
tional Duty,   that  is  (  from  2  s.  c  d.  Strong  and 
6  d.  fmall,  to  4  s.  p  d.  Strong   and  to    1  s.  3  d. 
Small,  which  is  almofi  double  $  the  Excife  ought 
to   come  to  at  leaft  1330000  /.  per  Annum  $  ac- 
cording   to   this    Computation  it  comes   fhort 
430000  /.  per  Airman  :  Suppofe  an  allowance  of 
50000  /.  per  Annum  be  made  for  the  Humour  of 
this  Town  as  well  as  the  Country,  running  more 
of  late  (as  is  hinted  in  the  firft  Propofal)  upon 
the  very  Strong  or  Double  Ales  than  formerly, 
when  the  Excife  amounted  to  the  above-mention- 
ed Sum  of  1330000  I.  per  Annum.     Sup;: ofe  like  - 
wife  an  allowance  of  20000/.  per  Annum  be  rfiaae, 
for  the  Declenfion  of  the   Brewing  Trade  of  late 
vears  5  though  I  fhould  think  it  no  very   great 
Task  to  prove,  were  it  neceffary,  That  that  Trade 
of  late  is  not  in  the  leaft  declined.    But  I  (hall 
ve  room  to  make  large  allowances  5  therefore,, 

left 
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left  that  Objection  fhould  arife,  that  alfo  is  made 
here  out.  Suppofe  likewife  an  allowance  of 
i  oooo  /.  per  Annum,  be  made  in  the  itead  of 
Excife  on  the  Retailers  of  Coffee,  which  is  more 
than  ever  was  received  by  that  Duty,  when  the 
Excife  did  amount  to  680334  I.  per  Annum,  that 
Duty  helped  to  make  up  the  aforefaid  Sum, 
which  at  this  time  is  on  the  Berry,  and  the  Duty 
received  at  the  Cuftom-Houfe.  Suppofe  likewife 
the  Diftillery  be  the  fame  now  as  then,  accord- 
ing to  the  Additional  Duty  on  it,  though  m 
fadt  it  is  confiderably  advanced  even  accord- 
ing to  the  Additional  Duty.  All  thefe  De- 
ductions amount  to  but  60 oco  L  per  Annum, 
which  deducted  from  430000  /.  there  will  ftill 
remain  370000  /.  'Tis  to  be  fuppofed  that  even 
then  (  when  the  Excife  was  at  but  2  s.  6  d.  per 
Barrel  Strong,  and  6 J. per  Barrel  Small)  the 
Brewers  were  not  all  Puritans  3  but  fuppofe  an 
Allowance  be  made  for  the  then  fuppos'd  Frauds 
of  30000/.  (though  upon  a  Nicer  Examination, 
there  would  be  good  reafon  to  fufpedt  twice  that 
Sum  did  not  ferve  their  Turns)  then  the  Brewers 
Frauds  will  amount  to  Four  Hundred  Thou- 
fand  Pound  per  Annum,  which  is  confiderab  y 
above  One  Third  Part.     There  might  be  much 
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more  faid  to  fwell  the  aforefaid  400000/;  pep 
Annum,  to  a  much  greater  Sum  $  but  it  is  to  be 
fear'd  that  even  that's  much  too  great  to  be  well 
{pared  at  this  time.  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  fhew 
this  Honourable  Houfc,  wherein  in  my  humble 
Opinion,  the  Frauds  of  Brewers  are  Prejudicial 
to  the  King,  to  the  Subje<5ts  in  General,  and  to 
the  Trade  it  felf 

Firft,  Thefe  Frauds  are  a  Difappointmcnt  to 
the  King,  by  Reafon  that  thereby  the  Excife  does 
not  aniwer  the  Sum  it  was  given  for  5  Confe- 
quently,  the  Fund  to  the  Lender  of  Monies  is 
not  fo  Good  or  Laige,  as  if  it  did  fully  An* 
Iwer.. 

Secondly,  They  are  prejudicial  to  the  Publick 
m  General,  by  reafon  that  if  the  Brewers  paid 
for  all  they  brew'd  (as  in  Conference  and  Truth 
they  ought )  the  lefs  Taxes  would  fervc  turn, 
Confcquently,  are  prejudicial  to  the  Subject. 

Thirdly,  Thefe  Frauds  arc  prejudicial  to  the 
gfewing  Trade  3  Every  Perfon  that  knows  the 
.Brewing  Trade,   knows  the   greater  the  Trade, 

the 


the  greater  Opportunity  they  have  to  Defraud  5 
Infomuch,    that   the   very    fmall   brewers  can 
fcarce  Defraud  any,  the   great   Brewers  having 
fuch  advantage,  do  fell  Stronger  or  better  Drink, 
more  Meafure,  and  Cheaper  than  the  Lefler  ones 
can,  who  by  reafon  of  the  want  of  fuch  great 
Trades,   have   not   fuch   great   Advantages   by 
Frauds  3  the  leffer  Brewers  by  this  means  (as  is  . 
faid  in   the  Firft  Propofal )   cannot  be  fuppofed 
to  have  any  Customers  that  can  make  good  Pay- 
ment for  what  they  buy  of  them,  for  if  they 
could,    no    doubt   they   would  apply     them- 
felves   to  the  great  Brewers,  where  they  will 
receive  fuch  vifible  Advantages,  different  from 
what  the  lefler  Brewers  can  afford  them,  fo  that; 
what  few  good  Customers  the  lefler  Brewers  can > 
be  fuppofed  to  have,  they  get  nothing  by,  per- 
haps lofe  5   fince  then,  the  only  CuAomers  the 
lefler  Brewers  have  that  they  can  hope  to  get  by< 
are  bad,  it  will  not  be  denied,  I   prefume,  thae 
the  Trade  thereby   is  greatly  prejudiced 3    there. 
will  alio  this  Confequence  nccdlanly  follow  (if 
the  Trade  it  felf  be  thus  prejudiced  )  the  Public!; 
will  be  yet  further  prejudiced,  who  will  be  obli- 
ged to  bear  fome  Tax  levied  on  them   to  make,, 
good  fii.ch  Deficiency,  as  may  accrue  therefrom. 

The 
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The  Prevention  of  which,  in  my  Humble 
Opinion,  lies  moil  properly  and  intirely  in  the 
Breaft  of  this  Honourable  Houfe,  that  it  may 
be  prevented  without  any  other  Laws  than  what 
already  are  made,  there  is  no  doubt  $.  But  what's 
the  Confequence  ?  Perhaps  it  will  coft  as  much 
to  have  it  done,  as  will  be  faved,  which  is  the 
fame  thing,  almoft,  as  if  it  were  permitted  5  it 
cannot  be  imagined  fuch  an  Abufe  wou'd  have 
been  permitted  fo  long,  did  it  lie  in  the  Power 
of  Art,  with  a  Reafonable  Charge  to  have  pre- 
vented it  3  but  when  we  come  to  reflect  under 
whofe  Management  this  Affair  has  been  for  th;s 
many  Years  pail,  and  at  prefent  is,  namely  that 
Honourable  Perfon  who  is  at  the  Head  of  the 
Trcafury,  there  will  not  be  the  lead  hope  left 
us  to  Ulicve  any  Judgment  or  Art  hath  been 
wanting,  or  can  be  improved,  but  what  mult 
neccilanly  owe  its  birth  to  this  Honourable 
Houfe,  and  where  thole  Grievances  can  beft  be 
Hedrefs'd. 

Now  funpofe  there  were  a  Penalty  inflidted, 
that  every  Brewer  that  fhould  erect  and  make  ufe 
of  a  Private  Back,  a  Private  Tun,  or  a  Private 
Store-houfe,fhould  pay  500  /.  That  every  Brewer 
that  fhould  Conceal  the  Quantity  of   a  Barrel  of 

Strong 


Strong  Beer,  Ale,  or  Small  Beer  from  the  Sight 
of  the  Gagcr,  fhould  pay  1 5  /.  for  each  Barrel  3 
That  every  Brewer  that  fhould  mix  Small  Beer 
to  Strong  Beer  or  Ale,  after  the  Gager  has  taken 
his  Morning  Gage,  unlefs  it  be  in  the  Prefence  of 
a  Gager,  to  pay  for  every  Barrel  fo  mix'd  1 5  /. 
For  denial  of  Entry  50  /.  and  the  other  Penal- 
ties in  Proportion,  and  a  Plentiful  Rev/ard  out 
thereof  to  the  Informer.  I  fay,  did  this  Hono- 
rable Houfe  think  it  advifeable,  that  fome  fuch 
Penalties  were  Inflidled,  not  any  Brewer  of  them 
all  would  dare  attempt  committing  the  leaft  kind 
of  Fraud  3  by  which,  'tis  plain,  the  great  Grie- 
vance before  fpoken  of,  would  be  Rcdrefs'd  by 
fuch  Penalties,  for  the  Brewer  has  even  under 
the  prefect  Penalties  thefe  Confiderations,  (vzq  ) 
What  Advantage  he  is  like  to  reap  3  the  hazard 
he  runs  5  which  are  three  forts,  ( viz^  )  The  Pe- 
nalty, the  Charge  he  is  to  be  at,  and  the  Confi- 
dence he  is  necessitated  to  Repofe  in  his  Servants, 
which,  to  fay  the  Truth,  are  not  Perfons  of  the 
greateft  Faith  3  Suppofe  the  Matter  would  com- 
mit a  Fraud,  ana  run  the  hazard  of  the  fuppofed. 
Penalties,  he  would  not  dare  to  uirruft  his  Ser- 
vants therewith,  and  without  their  Privity  the 
.Mailer  cannot  commit  the  Fraud  t,    E,  fides,  by 

fuch 
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ilich  Penalties  (as  is  before  fpoken  of)  His  Ma- 
jefty  would  faveat  leaft  40000/.  per  Annum,  in 
the  Managements  for  where  there  is  a  Neceffity 
now  to  imploy  Four  Officers,  Two  would  ferve 
turn,  and  fo  in  proportion  in  moft  of  the  other 
Imployments.  I  humbly  hope  it  will  appear  by 
thefe  following  Reafons,  that  fuch  Penalties  are 
not  only  of  ufe  to  the  King,  to  the  Publick  in 
General,  by  Redreffing  the  Great  Grievances  that 
fall  out  in  the  matter  of  the  Excife,  and  the  E- 
quality  and  Prcfervation  of  the  Trade  it  felf  which 
I  humbly  prcfume  have  before  fufficiently  prov'd) 
but  alfo,that  every  Brewer  will  be  left  deftitute  of 
the  leaft  ground  to  Complain  thereof,  Confe- 
quently,  will  be  prefumed  to  be  Juft  and  Rea- 
sonable. 

As  thus,  Every  Brewer  that  (hews  the  Gagers 
all  he  hath  Brewed,  and  does  not  C  v rceal  or  De- 
fraud any,  is  not  Subject  to  the  Penalties  5  Con- 
fequcntly,  he  will  have  no  caufe  to  Complain,  if 
he  Defrands  not,  he  will  not  have  any  thing  to 
pay,  I  mean  of  the  Penalties  $  He  that  will  by 
Day-light  burn  his  Fingers,  cannot  expeft  lefs 
than  to  feel  the  fmart  thereof. 

All  the  Objection  that  be  rais'd  againft  it  $ 
m  my  humble  Opinion,  is  this,    (viz*)  if  the 
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Brewers  Servants  fhould  Defraud  any  without  the 
Matter's  privity,  (  fuppofcd  to  do  it  on  purpofe 
to  get  the  Reward  propofed  to  the  Informer)  it 
would  be  a  Hardfhip  upon  the  Mailers.  True, 
I  fay  fo  too  3  but  there  is  this  Remedy  provided 
by  the  prefent  Laws  of  Excife,  ( for  that  very 
purpofe )  that  it  doth  lie  in  the  Br  cart  of  the 
Commiflioners,  to  mitigate  any  Penalty  to  any 
degree  they  pleafe,  taking  nothing  lefs  than  the 
double  Duty  and  the  Charge  the  Officer  is  at  in 
finding  out  the  Fraud  5  It  will  not  be  fuppos'd,  I 
prefume,any  thing  that  has  but  aCountenance  like 
that,  would  be  Inflicted  by  the  Commiflioners, 
thar  make  no  profit  thereby,  but  fet  to  deal  E- 
qually  between  the  King  and  the  Brewer.  I  hum- 
bly prefume,  what  is  faid  before,  is  fufficient  to 
Convince  any  Perfon,  at  leaf!  this  Unbyafs'd 
Honourable  Houfe,  that  the  Objection  is  fully 
Anfwer'd  5  and  I  defy  the  Brewers  themfelves,  I 
mean  the  Great  ones  that  have  made  large  Eftatcs 
folely  out  of  Frauds,  to  make  any  other  Obje- 
ction 3  and  for  the  leffer  Brewers,  (  die  greater 
Number  of  the  two )  I  will  take  the  Liberty  to 
Anfwer  for  them,  that  they  fhall  (if  requir'd  ) 
Petition  this  Honourable  Houfe  that  fuch  an  Ad: 
fhould  pafs  for  the  Prefervation  of  their  Trade. 

D  :         Note, 


Noter  That  upon  a  Modeft  Computation,  eve- 
ry Brewer  that  makes  ufe  of  a  Private  Back,  a 
Private  Tun,  or  Private  Store-Houfe,  of  but  a. 
Moderate  Size  or  Bignefs,  makes  at  leaft  20  L 
per  Week,  which  ufed  but  fix  Months  wjII  make 
480/.  which  will  almoft  Anfwer  the  Penalties 
propofed.  This,  in  my  humble  Opinion,  fhews,. 
die  Penalties  propofed  are  not  Extravagant. 


If  any  Tart  of  the  Foregoing  Matter  fhall  hap- 
pen to  prove  Advantageous  either  to  the  King 
or  to  the  Subjecl,  I  J  hall  obtain  my  Ends : 
The  Whole  is  humbly  Submitted  to  that  Great 
and  Honozirable  Houfe  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
their  Great  Wifdom. 
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